
THE CHALLENGE
Back in 2000, food safety was a top of mind issue for 
companies due to several high-profile recalls, quarantines 
and negative publicity about the food industry. There 
was also extensive audit fatigue through the industry, as 
retailers performed inspections or audits themselves or 
asked a third party to do this on their behalf. These were 
often carried out against food safety schemes that lacked 
international certification and accreditation, resulting in 
incomparable auditing results. 

WHAT IS THE GLOBAL FOOD 
SAFETY INITIATIVE?
Launched in 2000, the Global Food Safety Initiative 
(GFSI) is a business-driven initiative for the continuous 
improvement of food safety management systems 
to ensure confidence in the delivery of safe food to 
consumers worldwide. 
This global collaborative platform brings together 
international food safety experts from the entire food 
supply chain at technical working group and stakeholder 
meetings, conferences and regional events to share 
knowledge and promote a harmonized approach to 
managing food safety across the industry.

GFSI VISION
Safe food for consumers everywhere. 

GFSI MISSION
Provide continuous improvement in food safety 
management systems to ensure confidence in the delivery 
of safe food to consumers worldwide.

THE OBJECTIVES

What is GFsi?

GFSI drives continuous improvement and confidence 
in third party certification through its Guidance 
Document. Developed by global stakeholders, 
the GFSI Guidance Document (now in its Sixth 
Edition) provides a reference against which a 
food safety scheme’s management system, Good 
Practice (GAP, GMP) and HACCP requirements can 
be benchmarked and recognised as being science-
based, contemporary, and rigorous. 

The Guidance Document forms the foundation 
of the GFSI Benchmarking Process, whereby existing 
food safety management schemes are compared to the 
Guidance Document requirements. The scheme will be 
‘recognised’ by GFSI when all of its requirements are 
considered to be equivalent to the Guidance Document 

requirements. Certificates issued through a 
successful third party audit against any of the 
GFSI recognised schemes are accepted by many 
major buying companies all over the world. 
Working within the ‘once certified, accepted 
everywhere’ framework, companies are 
driving flexibility among their supplier base by 
accepting certificates issued against any of the 
GFSI-recognised schemes.

Through these collective efforts, the food 
industry is aiming to enhance food safety and quality, 
ensure consumer protection and strengthen consumer 
confidence worldwide while driving cost efficiencies in the 
supply chain and reducing the duplication of audits. 

REDuCE FOOD SAFETY RISkS BY DELIVERING EquIVALENCE & CONVERGENCE 
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